
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Fractured Wholeness” is the name of our current sermon series during the season of Lent. The 
mural being painted in front of the sanctuary, the art pieces and the quilt in the hallway are all part of the 
Lenten journey we are taking together. Today’s theme, “Are You Ready to Die?” is the third sermon in the 
series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
        Growth Groups
        Kids for Christ
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry
     
Monday:
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: Upcoming Events:
Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers
     7:00 p.m.  Quilting Class

Wednesday: 
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Groups
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

March 24-26: 
        Holy Week Services 
March 27:
        Easter Sunday
April 6:
        Aldersgate Alive

Senior Ministry: Information and Sign-up 
      In two weeks, on Sunday March 13, we officially will be kicking off the Senior Ministry with an 
information and sign-up event during the Sunday School hour. Grab some refreshments and browse the 
tables set up throughout the main hallway where you will have the opportunity to learn more about the 
ministry and sign up for a team. Teams will include Homebound Visitation, Hospital Visitation, Prayer 
Group and Hospitality/Special Events Planning. — Reed Justus

Worship:  An Opportunity to Volunteer
    Volunteers are needed to assist the pastors in communion during the 
traditional worship service at 9:00 a.m. Communion is offered once a 
month during this service. Prior experience is not necessary. You may 
choose a particular month to serve, or a month can be assigned to you. 
You may specify with whom you would like to serve, such as a spouse or 
friend, or someone can be assigned to serve with you. If you would like 
to serve in this ministry, please let me know by e-mailing me at mdo@
aldersgateabilene.org or by calling me at 325-439-0230. This is such a 
rewarding ministry. I hope you will feel as blessed in serving as those 
receiving. — Carol Rogers



Connections: Join First Impressions!
      I have exciting news for all of 
you. You have the opportunity 
to be a part of the exciting, 
fresh, spectacular, fun and 
amazing First Impressions 
team! If that did not win you 
over, let me explain why this is 
such a great team to join. First, 
you get a really cool lanyard 
and name badge to wear. This 
name badge has your picture, 
name and the official title, 
“First Impressions.” Second, 
you get to meet new people. These new folks could be people with whom you serve, people who attend a 
different worship service than you or people who are new to the church. Third, you get the chance to make 
people feel loved, valued and respected. Mother Teresa once said, “We do no great things, only small things 
with great love.” The small act of opening a door and sharing a smile, when done with great love, has the 
potential to change the trajectory of someone’s day. And the truth is, you are needed. You are needed to 
reach out to folks and make them feel welcome! If you have questions please do not hesitate to send them 
my way! You can e-mail me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or call me at (210) 849-9122. — Jessica Watson

    Our first Family Fun Event will take place on Saturday, 
March 19 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. We will get 
together to make cookies to give to our neighbors on 
Aldersgate Alive Sunday, April 3. In addition to cookie 
making, we will make several Easter crafts, take photos 
in an Easter photo booth, play on the playground and 
eat lunch together. I am excited about this day because 
kids love to cook with their parents, and parents have 
more fun cooking with their kids when other people 
are there to talk and share laughter. It is also a great 
opportunity to serve other people with your kids. I 
think this will be a wonderful day, and I hope you can 
all make it! Soon I will be sending out an e-mail to get 
an estimate of how many people can attend. If you are 
not already receiving e-mails from me, please e-mail 
me at children@aldersgateabilene.org, and I will add 
you to my list. — Alayna Brooks

Children’s Ministry: Cookie Making Day!



Fractured Wholeness: 
Are You Ready to Die?

Matthew 16:21-28
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Live from Caesarea Philippi, this is Christiane Amanpour…

BREAKING NEWS FROM GETHSEMANE 

Taking up our Cross/Self-Denial/Dying to Self/Letting Go….WHAAAT?

- Misplaced ________________

- False ____________ Narratives

- Blatant ______________

- Our own ______________

Without Death…

                For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be
                                     united with him in a resurrection like his.  --Romans 6:5--



Fractured Wholeness: Are You Ready to Die?
Growth Group Questions 

Week 7: February 28 - March 5

1. Have you ever been interviewed by the media? If so, what was the experience like for 
    you?

2. When you saw the title for the sermon, “Are you ready to die,” what was you first 
    thought or impression?  

3. Did you learn something new, or were you struck by something in particular from the 
    sermon this week?

4. Read Matthew 26:36-46. What got your attention in this passage? Does it surprise you 
    that Jesus struggled to do the will of God? What implications does this have for us? 

5. Read Luke 9:23. What do you think the cross represents here? What are some daily, 
practical ways that we can take up our crosses?



Growth Group Questions Continued

6. Pastor Steve said, “When God says “no” to something he is always saying “yes” to 
    something else much better for us and others.” How has God been saying “yes” to you 
    these days?

7. Of the four areas Pastor Steve invited us to consider dying to or letting go of, which one  
    is most challenging for you? How could the members of your Growth Group help?

8. Dallas Willard wrote, “The first objective for followers of Jesus is to come to the point  
    where they are quite certain that there is no catch or limit to the goodness of God’s 
    intentions or his power to carry them out.” Do you agree? Please explain.

9. Read and reflect upon the lyrics of Timothy Palmer’s song, The Ballad. What do you think 
    the meaning of the song is? What about the line, “Cut the strings from my heart ‘cause 
    I’m ready to fly?”      



I was born beneath the magnolia tree 
With the moon in my eyes and with dust on my 

feet 
And the taste of the raven’s breath on my tongue 

My warm wet body was wrapped in the scraps of a 
quilt From my grandmother’s bed 

And my sisters have said they laid me aside 
As my poor mother cried

I’m ready to die 
Yeah I’m ready to die 

Cut the strings from my heart 
Cause I’m ready to fly 

I used to cry in the dark 
But now I’m guided by light 

So cut the strings from my heart 
Cause I’m ready to die

Well all I had to my name was my name, 
my dreams and the wind at my back as I walked 
down the center of town toward the distant call 

of a renegade train 
And as she slowed toward the outskirts of town 

My soles clicked the tracks as my hands wrapped 
around the merciless steel that I’d seen as a child 

that had hollered my name

Are you ready to die 
Yeah I’m ready to die 

Cut the strings from my heart 
Cause I’m ready to fly 

I used to run in the dark 
But now I’m blinded by light 

So cut the strings from my heart 
cause I’m ready to die

Well sister sun was shining a light 
that was fading my dreams that used to burn 

bright 
and was burning a hole, like a young cigarette, 

through my paper thin soul 
And brother moon was singing a song 

the train was praying a dirge, and our lives came 
undone like the seams of a quilt, 
weary bones heard their words 

and so they sang along

We’re ready to die 
Yeah we’re ready to die 

Cut the strings from our hearts 
Cause we’re ready to fly 

We used to burn in the dark 
Now we’re burning with light 

So cut the strings from our heart 
Cause we’re ready to die

I was born again beneath the shade of a tree 
with a woman beside, the pearl of my youth 

with a voice on the wind like the wings of a dove 
And in her voice there echoed a train 

And the innocent rain that fell from her lips 
as she whispered a kiss 

that felt like a quilt 
I heard my heart sing

I’m ready to die 
yeah I’m ready to die 

Cut the strings from my heart 
Cause I’m ready to fly 

I used to cry in the dark 
But now I’m guided by light

I was yours from the start 
So I’m ready to die

The Ballad
by Timothy Palmer



     Just as our church is working through a 
Lenten sermon series, our college students 
are going through a Lenten study at The 
Oaks called Following Jesus Through Lent. 
When we take the time to observe the season 
of Lent, we set ourselves up to follow Jesus 
for the rest of our lives. During this season, 
we are invited to remember our humanity 
through fasting from any number of foods 
and habits or to include new practices such 
as quiet time, Bible study and prayer into 
our daily routines. As we engage spiritual 
practices, we open ourselves up to receiving 
God’s grace and trusting in God’s provision 

a little bit more. We also could consider Lent as a season of repentance, a practice which sets us up for a 
lifetime of following Jesus. God never quits working in our lives and creating us into people who reflect 
more and more the character of Jesus, so we are working through devotionals during The Oaks that 
highlight the characteristics of Jesus and invite God to align our hearts, minds and lives to reflect these 
same characteristics. — Kyle Watson

College Ministry: Following Jesus Through Lent

Academy Ministry: Greetings from Inside the Academy!
   I have the unique perspective of being a member of the Board of Directors for the Academy as well 
as the dad of two of the participants in the program. One of the biggest surprises to me, even though it 
shouldn’t have been given my situation, is the large number of men who 
bring their children to school and pick them up. The age-old stereotype 
of moms being the main participant in children’s lives, at least according 
to my interactions at the Academy, are being challenged. As part of this, 
I saw a need for a changing table in the northwest men’s bathroom of 
Aldersgate. Too many times I had observed parents,both men and women, 
not knowing where we had resources for them to address the needs of 
their children. I feel good knowing that the other members of the board 
agreed, and we now have a fully functioning changing table in the stall 
of the  northwest men’s bathroom to go along with the tables in the main 
hallway women’s restroom, and in the bathroom along the back hallway 
to the east.
    I am excited to be a part of the Academy ministry and the focus of prayer 
and resources which Aldersgate devotes to this mission area. I hope that 
you will join me in continuing to pray for the teachers, staff and families 
that are served,  and keep an eye out for future opportunities in which to 
partner in our ministry to these wonderful children! — Jason Feltz



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston

Presence                           2.21.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $27,033.79
Received This Month-to-Date = $60,044.00
Received Year-to-Date = $128,337.29
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $8,819.32

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 231
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 177

Total Worship Service Attendance = 408
Sunday School = 192



by Pastor Amy

In the World: 
Celebration              

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Feb 28: Deuteronomy 17-20, Psalm 59
Feb 29: Deuteronomy 21-23, Psalm 60
Mar 1:  Deuteronomy 24-27, Psalm 61
Mar 2:  Deuteronomy 28-29, Psalm 62
Mar 3:  Deuteronomy 30-31, Psalm 63
Mar 4:  Deuteronomy 32-34, Psalm 64
Mar 5:  Joshua 1-4, Psalm 65, 
              Video: Joshua

  Daily Readings

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

     I did not grow up observing the season of 
Lent. I was in my early 20s before I ever even 

thought about how living according to the seasons of the church 
calendar could inform my spiritual growth. 
    About halfway through my first Lenten season, during which I had 
chosen to give up my dependence on coffee, I was told that I could 
drink coffee on Sundays because Sundays didn’t count. 
   While I was happy to be able to partake of my favorite form of 
caffeine, I wondered how taking a break from my new discipline 
every seven days would help me to grow. It seemed a little bit like 
cheating to me.
      I think that feeling of cheating is why I receive questions every year 
from members of our congregation to this effect:
     Wait a minute. Does that mean that on Sundays I can have whatever 
I have given up for Lent?
     It somehow seems too good to be true.
   At the beginning of Lent, Pastor Steve said that these back page 
articles would be used to discuss various spiritual practices that 
would further help us open our hearts to God during this season.
It may seem odd to think about it this way during such a season of 
somber reflection, but celebration is a spiritual practice that can help 
us observe Lent in rich and meaningful ways.
     The way it was explained to me is that between Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday, each Sunday is a Sunday in Lent, not a Sunday of Lent. 
Sundays in Lent are set aside to be a break from our fasting because 
Sundays are days of celebration, little Easters, if you will, when we 
give thanks to God for bringing what is dead to life.
     We have the good fortune of already knowing that God raised Jesus 
from the dead. We know the resurrection is coming. We will celebrate 
it in full force on Easter Sunday, but we don’t have to wait until then. 
Just as we experience resurrection in our own lives throughout the 
year, Sundays in Lent invite us to take a deep breath, pause from 
the hard work of self-denial and indulge in the goodness of God’s 
creation.
    The lessons we learn in times of self-denial are made so much 
sweeter by times of celebration, as we give thanks to God for being 
our source of healing and wholeness.
       It’s Sunday, Sisters and Brothers! Enjoy the celebration!


